2008 LABOR OF LOVE

entry form

Deadline: postmarked by 9/15/08 Entry fee: $30
Mail to: Kris Harding, 1525 Stephens Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Questions? krisharding@cs.com

Name:

Address:

Emainl: Phone:
Manuscript title

Genre (check one)
e Historical/Regency

o Contemporary/Category
e Paranormal Type:

e Other Type:

Authentication/Liability Waiver

By my signature 1 authenticate that the manuscript pages submitted
here are my own original work. 1 have read, understood and complied
with the rules for the Labor of Love Contest and will abide by the
decision of the judges. 1 realize that contest judging is inherently
subjective and understand that judges intend no personal injury to any
writer by their critiques and comments. 1 agree to hold HeartLA, its
judges and contest personnel harmless and free from liability for any
actions relating to or arising from judging and handling of my entry.

Signature: Date:

Mailing checklist
o 3 copies of pages + synopsis (30 page max)
e 1 cover sheet w/contact info, title, genre, word count, and
targeted publishers (optional)
e Completed entry form
e Check for $30 made out to Heart of Louisiana RWA

e SASE and optional SASE postcard for receipt confirmation



2008 LABOR OF LOVE

Entry Deadline: postmarked by September 15, 2008
Entry Fee: $30

Our contest has been revamped and streamlined. Score sheets
have been simplified; page count reduced; and second round and
discrepancy judging eliminated. Happily we have had several
members newly published in the last couple of years. In the new
simplified system, each entry will receive three readings (at
least one from a published author.) The lowest score will be
dropped and the other two averaged to arrive at final scores.
In the event of a cluster at the top because the quality of our
entries i1s too high (what a lovely thought that is,) we might
have to get a fourth reading by a pubbed author to break ties.
This new system will allow us to expedite the completion of the
judging and get your precious pages back to you as quickly as
possible for rewrites.

Contest rules

e Contest is open to authors unpublished in book length fiction
in the last five years. We do consider epubbed as published;
we congratulate you If you have achieved that status, but
you’re not eligible for our contest.

e Do not enter a manuscript you have entered In our contest iIn
previous years, though we welcome repeat entrants’ newer works
(satisfties our egos that we were helpful the first time
around.)

e We are accepting only 30 entries this year. The contest 1is
not judged in categories; there is one set of winners. We use
categories only to get your writing to judges who read and/or
write in that area.

e You should have a completed manuscript (if you win, you will
want to incorporate suggestions by your judges as quickly as
possible before you submit your FULL manuscript to dynamic
agent Kristin Nelson for her perusal.)

e Each entry will consist of three (3) copies of the opening of
your manuscript and three (3) copies of synopsis which will be
judged. Maximum total pages-thirty (30) and that includes the
sSynopsis.



Also include your completed entry form, your check made out to
Heart of Louisiana RWA, and one (1) cover sheet which includes
your name address, telephone number, and email address as well
as the title, genre, approximate word count of completed
manuscript, and targeted publishers or lines (optional).

Your name should NOT appear on any of the entry pages other
than cover sheet and entry form. First page header should
include title/genre/word count on the left; subsequent pages
just the title at left and page number on right.

Entry should be In proper manuscript form: one inch margins
all around, readable 12 point font (courier or times new roman
suggested), printed on one side only, doubled space, on white
paper. (We will not count to see if you have 25 lines per page
because the contest coordinator’s printer will not do that
consistently no matter how she fiddles with i1t.)

The three copies of entry should each be fastened with binder
clips (small or medium should work.) You may put a sheet of
colored paper between chapter pages and synopsis or use small
paper clip to differentiate it.

You may enter more than one manuscript, but each entry should
be In a separate envelope. Should you enter more than one,
you could do just one larger return envelope for the two
entries, but it messes up the filing system if each entry
doesn’t have i1ts own little home in the box.

Please mail your entry iIn such a way that it does not have to
be signed for. We suggest a tyvek envelope you can get free
at your post office. The cardboard all-for-one-price priority
mailers from the post office will not accommodate our plaque
along with all the score sheets and pages, so be optimistic
that you”ll win and use the bigger, floppy envelopes they
have.

Include a SASE of sufficient size to return all your
manuscript pages. We encourage (but don’t require) our judges
to write comments on the manuscript pages. You may also
enclose an SASE postcard for acknowledgement of receipt of
entry 1T you choose. Should you prefer only the score sheets
returned, send a stamped return manila envelope that will hold
a folded sheet of paper (at least 6” by 9”) and put two First
class stamps on it. We will notify the judges to put all
comments on score sheets. But seriously, are you that sure
you’re not gonna win?



	Contest rules

